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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-17 are rejected in this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1, 4, 5, 9, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the 
claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

As to claim 1, the claim language is directed to Functional Descriptive 
Material, which is non-statutory subject matter. The claimed invention is not 
tangibly embodied in some form of computer medium for the reason set forth 
above, and therefore does not provide the necessary functional and structural 
interrelationship to satisfy the requirements of 35 U.S.C. 101. See MPEP 2106, 
section IV.B1 (a). 

As to claims 4, 5, 9 and 15, the language of claims 4, 5, 9 and 15 raises a 
question as to whether the claimed method is directed merely to an abstract idea 
that is not tied to a technological art, environment, or machine which would result 
in a practical application producing a concrete, useful, and tangible result to form 
the basis of statutory subject matter under 35 U.S.C. 101. See MPEP 2106, 
section IV.B1. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another 
filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an 
international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), 
and (4) of section 371 (c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors 
Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology 
Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. 
patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed before 
November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 
102(e)). 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No. 6,587,876 issued to Mahon et al. ("Mahon"). 

As to claim 1, Mahon teaches "a policy repository, comprising: 

• a database" (Figure 6, wherein block640 illustrates a database, column 8, 
lines 21-23); 

• "policy stored in said database, said policy providing generic conditions of 
evaluation, thresholds and actions, said policy being generally easy to 
modify for specific application of enterprise devices" (Figures 2-4 illustrate 
policy stored in database, column 4, lines 4-17); 
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• "a retrieval facility for retrieving policy from said database" (Figures 7 and 
10, wherein block740 and block1040 function as a retrieval facility, column 
9, lines 49-51 and column 1 1 , lines 57-59); and 

• "optionally an authentication facility whereby access through said retrieval 
facility may be restricted" (Figures 2 and 3, wherein each policy explicitly 
assigned to its own target shows that its access may be restricted, column 
5, lines 39-46). 

As to claim 2, Mahon teaches "a policy repository system, comprising: 

• a database designed to contain generic policy" (Figure 6, wherein 
block640 illustrates a database, column 8, lines 21-23); 

• "a retrieval facility whereby the generic policy may be retrieved from said 
database" (Figures 7 and 10, wherein block740 and block1040 function as 
a retrieval facility, column 9, lines 49-51 and column 11, lines 57-59); 

• "optionally an authentication facility whereby access through said retrieval 
facility may be restricted" (Figures 2 and 3, wherein each policy explicitly 
assigned to its own target shows that its access may be restricted, column 
5, lines 39-46); 

• "one or more transferential systems operating to receive policy from said 
database, said transferential systems being connected to an enterprise" 
(Figures 6-8 and 9-11, wherein block510 functions as the transferential 
system to receive policy from the database, column 8, lines 1 1-67; column 
9, lines 1-32; column 10, lines 19-67 and column 11, lines 1-40); and 
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• "a central information system in electronic communication with said 
transferential systems, said central information system enabled to provide 
enterprise device status to administrators" (Figures 6-8 and 9-11, wherein 
block510 represents a central information system which provide enterprise 
device status to administrators, column 8, lines 36-39). 

Claims 3-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 6,842,906 issued to Michel K. Bowman-Amuah ("Bowman- 
Amuah"). 

As to claim 3, Bowman-Amuah teaches "a policy repository system, 
comprising: 

• a database designed to contain indexed generic policy" (Figure 14, 
wherein block1402 illustrates a database which contains indexed generic 
policy, column 49, lines 4-6); 

• "a retrieval facility in communication with said database, said retrieval 
facility operating to retrieve generic policy contained in said database" 
(Figure 14, wherein block1412 and block1408 serve as a retrieval facility, 
column 52, lines 65-67, column 53, lines 1-4, column 54, lines 19-28; 
Figure 158, column 276, lines 38-67, and column 277, lines 1-7); 

• "a search facility in communication with said database, said search facility 
accepting search parameters, said search facility operating to locate policy 
of said database in conformance with the search parameters" (Figure 14, 
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wherein block1412 functions as a search facility, column 53, lines 1-4, 
column 54, lines 49-67, and column 55, lines 1-47); 

• "an entry facility in communication with said database, said entry facility 
accepting generic policy with index information, said entry facility also 
delivering the generic policy and the index information to said database" 
(Figure 14, column 53, lines 6-11); 

• "an interface whereby an administer may operate the retrieval, search, 
and entry facilities" (column 106, lines 13-37); 

• "optionally an authentication facility whereby access through said retrieval, 
search, and entry facilities may be restricted" (Figure 14 (block1410), 
column 52, lines 19-64 and column 82, lines 8-60); and 

« "one or more enterprise management systems operating to receive policy 
from said database, said enterprise management systems being 
connected to an enterprise" (column 74, lines 41-67 and column 75, lines 
1-67). 

As to claim 4, Bowman-Amuah teaches "a method of producing generic 
policy for application to enterprises, the method comprising the steps of: 

• providing a policy database designed to contain generic policy" (Figure 14, 
column 48, lines 56-67 and column 49, lines 1-7); 

• "accepting new generic policy, optionally through authentication" (Figure 
14, column 54, lines 20-27); 
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• "optionally revising the new generic policy" (Figure 14, wherein block1408 
supports document maintenance which equivalently includes revising 
and/or updating of document/policy, column 51, lines 42-44, and column 
54, lines 20-27); 

• "qualifying the new generic policy to produce accepted generic policy" 
(column 48, lines 56-60); 

• "placing the accepted policy to the policy database" (column 51, lines 42- 
44); and 

• "providing a retrieval facility whereby accepted generic policy may be 
retrieved from the database, optionally through authentication, the 
retrieved policy being easily modifiable and installable to an enterprise 
management system" (Figure 14, wherein block1412 and block1408 serve 
as a retrieval facility, column 52, lines 65-67, column 53, lines 1-4, column 
54, lines 19-28; Figure 158, column 276, lines 38-67, and column 277, 
lines 1-7). 

As to claim 5, Bowman-Amuah teaches "a method of providing generic 
policy for application to enterprises, the method comprising the steps of: 

• providing a policy database whereby generic policy has been entered, 
said database providing an index for said policy" (Figure 14 illustrates a 
policy database whereby generic policies including access, security, 
indexing (to search and/or retrieve), and storage (to store) are defined); 
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• "searching the policy database using a search criteria, said searching 
indicating corresponding policy of the database" (Figure 14, wherein 
block1412 functions as a search facility, column 53, lines 1-4, column 54, 
lines 49-67, and column 55, lines 1-47); 

• "retrieving from the policy database at least a portion of the corresponding 
policy" (Figures 14 and 158 (block15802), wherein block1412 and 
block1408 serve as a retrieval facility, column 52, lines 65-67, column 53, 
lines 1-4, column 54, lines 19-28); 

• "modifying the corresponding policy for a specific application of an 
enterprise device producing modified policy" (column 51, lines 42-44); and 

• "installing the modified policy to an enterprise management system in 
communication with the enterprise device, such that the modified policy is 
utilized for the enterprise device" (column 48, lines 56-60). 

As to claim 6, Bowman-Amuah teaches "a system for retrieving generic 
policy for enterprise management systems, comprising: 

• a database adapted to contain generic policy" (Figure 14, column 48, lines 
56-67 and column 49, lines 1-7); 

• "a retrieval facility in communication with said database, said retrieval 
facility operating to retrieve generic policy contained in said database" 
(Figure 14, wherein block1412 and block1408 serve as a retrieval facility, 
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column 52, lines 65-67, column 53, lines 1-4, column 54, lines 19-28; 

Figure 158, column 276, lines 38-67, and column 277, lines 1-7). 

As to claim 7, Bowman-Amuah teaches "a search facility in 
communication with said database, said search facility accepting search 
parameters, said search facility operating to locate policy of said database in 
conformance with the search parameters" (Figure 14, wherein block1412 
functions as a search facility, column 53, lines 1-4, column 54, lines 49-67, and 
column 55, lines 1-47). 

As to claim 8, Bowman-Amuah teaches "an entry facility in communication 
with said database, said entry facility accepting generic policy with index 
information, said entry facility also delivering the generic policy and the index 
information to said database" (Figure 14, column 53, lines 6-11). 

As to claim 9, Bowman-Amuah teaches "a method of providing generic 
policy to administrators of enterprise management systems, comprising the steps 
of: 

• providing a policy database designed to contain generic policy" (Figure 
155, wherein block15502 illustrates a policy database); 

• "providing means of retrieving policy from the database" (Figure 158 
(block15802), column 276, lines 38-40); 

• "receiving at least one policy identifier" (Figure 54, wherein block5410 
receives the policy identifier, column 192, lines 60-63); and 
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• "delivering policy contained in said database referenced with the policy 
identifier" (column 276, lines 45-48). 

As to claim 1 0, Bowman-Amuah teaches "the steps of: 

• providing means of searching for policy in the database" (Figure 14, 
wherein blockl 41 2 functions as a search facility, column 53, lines 1-4); 

• "receiving policy search criteria" (column 54, lines 49-67, and column 55, 
lines 1-47); 

• "searching the database using the search criteria" (column 54, lines 49-67, 
and column 55, lines 1-47); 

• "identifying policy conforming to the search criteria" (column 54, lines 49- 
67, and column 55, lines 1-47). 

As to claim 11, Bowman-Amuah teaches "the search criteria includes a 
device type" (column 54, lines 25-27). 

As to claim 12, Bowman-Amuah teaches "the search criteria includes a 
usage type" (column 54, lines 50-67 and column 55, lines 1-14). 

As to claim 13, Bowman-Amuah teaches "the search criteria includes a 
use case" (column 181, lines 13-17). 

As to claim 14, Bowman-Amuah teaches "the steps of: 

• providing an entry facility whereby generic policy may be added to the 
database" (Figure 14, column 51, lines 42-44); 

• "receiving generic policy with index information" (Figure 14, column 53, lines 
6-11); 
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• storing the generic policy to the database with the index information" (Figure 
14, column 53, lines 6-11). 

As to claim 15, Bowman-Amuah teaches "a method of development and 
distribution of generic enterprise policy, comprising the steps of: 

• accepting submission of first policy" (Figure 131, column 250, lines 52-67); 

• "development of first policy to produce second policy, said development 
including testing or modification of said first policy" (column 250, lines 23- 
26); 

• "entering said second policy to a policy database" (column 51, lines 42- 
44); 

• "providing access to the policy database whereby the second policy may 
be retrieved" (Figure 14, wherein block1412 and block1408 serve as a 
retrieval facility, column 52, lines 65-67, column 53, lines 1-4, column 54, 
lines 19-28; Figure 158, column 276, lines 38-67, and column 277, lines 1- 
7). 

As to claim 16, Bowman-Amuah teaches "the access to the policy 
database is restricted by authentication" (column 52, lines 20-64 and column 82, 
lines 9-60). 

As to claim 17, Bowman-Amuah teaches "accepting submission of first 
policy is restricted by authentication" (Figure 131, column 250, lines 48-67). 
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